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What is open scholarship and preprints? 

❖ A preprint is an early version of a manuscript posted publicly before formal peer review. Open 
scholarship expands this idea to include data, code, methodologies, and peer-reviewed versions, 
opening the entire research pipeline to scrutiny, reuse, and collaboration.

❖ Across Africa, we see increasing awareness about open science — inspired by the UNESCO 
Recommendation on Open Science (2021). 

Introduction

Since 2023 hosted by



DOI 10.5281/zenodo.5499714
https://www.unesco.org/en/open-science/

Preprints fall under the Open Science pillar of Open Scientific Knowledge, since they allow researchers to openly 
share findings before journal publishing.

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5499714
https://www.unesco.org/en/open-science/


Overview of AfricArXiv

Since 2023 hosted by



A digital archive for scholarly results accepting manuscripts, reports, datasets, code, illustrations, presentations
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https://africarxiv.org


Decolonising Scientific Writing for Africa

africarxiv.org >> decolonising-scientific-writing-for-africa 

https://africarxiv.pubpub.org/decolonising-scientific-writing-for-africa


Preprints are versions of research papers shared publicly before undergoing formal 
peer review. The preprint contains data and methods, but has not yet been accepted by 
a journal

What are Preprints



A Quick History of Preprints

1960s: Scientists mailed early papers to each other — the first “preprints.”

1991: arXiv.org launched, letting physicists share research online.

2010s: Preprint platforms grew — bioRxiv, medRxiv, SocArXiv, and more.

2018: AfricArxiv joined the global movement for African research.

What are Preprints



https://www.linkedin.com/posts/johavemann_github-consortiumpublication-taxonomy-activity

What are Preprints

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/johavemann_github-consortiumpublication-taxonomy-activity-7341382983263707136-OZXj?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADRpi2IB1irL_hqyOoZIC_xbQpmJyMW1thY




● Rapid Dissemination

● Increased Visibility

● Establishing Priority

● Collaboration and Feedback

● Cost Effectiveness

● Increase in citations

Advantages of Preprints for African Research



Advantages of Preprints for African Research

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2024.07.21.604465v1.full.pdf

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2024.07.21.604465v1.full.pdf


● Concerns About Quality: Lack of peer review in preprints and its implications for 

credibility

● Ethical Considerations: Issues like data theft and the need for ethical guidelines 

Credibility



● A key concern with preprints is data transparency. 

● Findable – Preprints and datasets should have DOIs or persistent identifiers so they can be easily discovered.

● Accessible – Both the manuscript and underlying data should be openly available (not behind paywalls).

● Interoperable – Data should use standard formats so it can be combined with other datasets.

● Reusable – Sufficient metadata and licensing should allow others to reuse and build on the work.

Credibility



● The CARE Principles—Collective Benefit, Authority to Control, Responsibility, and Ethics

Credibility



Despite the benefits, awareness and uptake of preprints in African academic institutions remain limited.

● Limited Infrastructure and Internet Access

● Low Visibility and Impact

● Concerns About Credibility

● Lack of Awareness and Training

● Funding and Institutional Support

● Cultural and Systemic Barriers

Preprints Landscape in Africa



These challenges highlight the need for targeted interventions to promote the adoption of preprints in 
Africa

● Researchers should actively share early findings as preprints to increase impact and allow for 
collaboration.

● African institutions continue to establish supportive policies recognizing preprints in academic 
evaluation.

● Funders to invest in platforms and initiatives that promote preprint usage.

● The scientific to community engage openly with preprints, providing constructive feedback to 
maintain quality.

Practical Recommendations and Call to Action
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Submission process

● Upload your file

● Author/s - click on “+ add more” to list contributing authors separately

● Title
Other titles - alternative title, e.g. a translation of the title 

● Date of issue -  add today’s date or the date the work was originally published
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● Identifiers - Handle / DOI / ISSN 

● Type - article, book chapter, dataset, presentation, preprint, … 

● Language - Please select the language that applies
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● Subject keywords 
● Abstract
● Sponsors - Funders, funding programmes that supported your 

work 
● Description - any other information you would like to add; 

e.g.  related work this item might refer to

Submission process



● Subject keywords 
● Abstract
● Sponsors - Funders, funding programmes that supported your 

work 
● Description - any other information you would like to add; 

e.g.  related work this item might refer to

Submission process



● Subject keywords 
● Abstract
● Sponsors - Funders, funding programmes that supported your 

work 
● Description - any other information you would like to add; 

e.g.  related work this item might refer to

Submission process



● Subject keywords 
● Abstract
● Sponsors - Funders, funding programmes that supported your 

work 
● Description - any other information you would like to add; 

e.g.  related work this item might refer to

Submission process



● Subject keywords 
● Abstract
● Sponsors - Funders, funding programmes that supported your 

work 
● Description - any other information you would like to add; 

e.g.  related work this item might refer to

Submission process



● Deposit license - please read and confirm the deposit license, 
enabling us to archive and disseminate your files on your behalf.



info@access2perspectives.org 
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