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(2005)The Sudanese Universities Virtual Library 

(2011) The Unified Library Management System 

and Digital Libraries in Sudanese Universities 

03/12/2015 4 

2004 
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• In 2004 a study on University libraries was 

conducted on 27 public universities using  

questionnaires and site visits 
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2004 



• There was only ONE online digital library 

among the Sudanese universities. 

etd.uofk.edu 

• It was an ETD system that has full text and 

abstract of Thesis and Dissertation. 

• No open access policy 

• Nothing on copyright  
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2004  

Library Projects in Sudanese Universities 

etd.uofk.edu
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Local Content 
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• BioOne  

• Cambridge 
University Press  

• Encyclopedia 
Britannica  

 

• Nature 

• Jstore 

• IOP Publishing  

• Oxford English 
Dictionary  

• Oxford 
Reference 
Online  

• Royal Society  2015 12 

Providing  free access to commercial e-

resources  via SudrREN’s IP address  



The Sudanese Research Index 

The 8 big public universities 

Bibliographic  350,000 records  



 

– Cost of digitization 

– Lack of Awareness 

– Lack of expertise in digital publishing 

– Lack of Policies and mandates 

– Absence of laws related to Copyright & 
Intellectual properties 

– Weakness of Infrastructure (campus network) 

– No Library consortium 
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   Project Title:  The  Unified Library 

Management System and Digital Libraries for 

Sudanese Universities 

• A library project funded by UNESCO 

• Fund:  (USD 26,000) + local fund 

• Partners: Three Universities and the Sudanese 

Research and Education Network. 
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2011-2013 

Building Institutional Repositories 



• Selecting an Open Source system for the digital 

library (GreenStone or Dspace) 

• Capacity building 

• Establishing and customizing the system,  
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Project Components 

2011-2013 

Building Institutional Repositories 



•Thesis and dissertation 

• Scientific Papers 

• Educational content 

• Management documents 
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Content 

2011-2013 

Building Institutional Repositories 



• Four Institutional  Repositories . 

• 12 Universities joined  

• Training of 180 librarians and techies. 

• Visibility  

• Open access policy  
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Project Outcomes 

2011-2013 

Building Institutional Repositories 



 

2015 20 



 

2015 21 



• High cost of  digitisation of  hard copy materials 

• Quality control 

• End user satisfaction 

 

• Specific issues that need to be addressed 

– A National Open Access Policy 

–  Arabic e-Content 
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2011-2013 

Building Institutional Repositories 



• Collaboration 

• Fairness 

• Oppeness 

 

2015 24 

2011-2013 

Building Institutional Repositories 



• Collaboration 
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2011-2013 

Building Institutional Repositories 

NREN Library 



Collaboration 
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• Three Universities 

• Three different Professions 

• Gender  

 

2011-2013 

Building Institutional Repositories 
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• Governance 
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2011-2013 

Building Institutional Repositories 

Consortium for Sudanese 
Academic Libraries 

 (CSAL)  

Founded in 2015 
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Thanks for listening 


