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The role of universities in the successful implementation of SDGs

• Conduct research to address the challenges of the SDGs

• Provide education and training that prepares students to become future to 

contribute to sustainable development

• Engage with local communities and stakeholders to identify and address 

sustainability challenges, and to promote sustainable practices

• Develop partnerships with other universities, governments, civil society 

organizations, and the private sector to collaborate on sustainable 

development initiatives

• Incorporate the SDGs into their institutional policies, strategies, and 

operations, and strive to be models of sustainable development



Challenges of universities regarding SDGs

▪ Limited resources

▪ Not easy to identify and connect 

with collaborators

▪ Lack of awareness 

▪ Difficult to measure the impact

▪ Difficult to communicate and report 

the evidence on SDG activities and 

research
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Can libraries support universities in the 

successful implementation of SDGs? 



The role of libraries in contributing to the SDGs

▪ Information Provision

▪ Research Support

▪ Collaboration and Partnerships

▪ Education and Awareness

▪ Local Engagement

▪ Open Access and Knowledge Sharing

▪ Monitoring and Evaluation
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What more can libraries offer?



Skills and expertise of academic librarians

▪ Information management (collection, dissemination, 

preservation, organization, communication, etc.)

▪ Sophisticated search skills

▪ Knowledge of IT infrastructure and metadata

▪ Access to information resources

▪ Established library tools and platforms (including repositories)



The Jotello F. Soga 

Library initiative



Background

▪ Faculty of Veterinary Science

▪ Jotello F Soga Library



Motivation for the project 

▪ Sustainability-related reporting in higher education is an emerging space –

▪ rankings and funding

▪ Current and future societal challenges

▪ Information resources and databases – link to SDGs

▪ Examples:

▪ Elsevier (Scopus)

▪ Sustainable Development Goals Online collection from Taylor & Francis 

▪ OCLC Report ("Libraries Model Sustainability": The Results of an OCLC 
Survey on Library Contributions to the Sustainable Development Goals)

▪ University of Pretoria initiatives:

▪ 2020 SDG Progress Report, Prof Kupe 

▪ South African SDG Hub

▪ machine-learning-based classification tool 



Motivation for the project (cont.)

▪ Resources:

▪ Skills and knowledge (metadata)

▪ Access to information and resources (e.g., catalogue and 

collections)

▪ Institutional repositories (UPSpace)

▪ Subject guides



Make sense of 
the subject

Construct the 
Workflow(s)

Create the 
Metadata

Publish the links Update 
new items

“The only impossible journey is the one you never begin” – Tony Robbins

Process followed



Making sense of the content and subject area
General and subject specific

▪ Review relevant information 

▪ Wikipedia 

▪ United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs

▪ Literature related to University’s role in SDGs

▪ Animal health – related to SDGs (e.g., FAO)

▪ Other

▪ Develop keywords

Subject guide



Veterinary 

Science SDG 

Subject guide: 

Home (1)



Veterinary Science 

SDG Subject guide: 

Learn More about 

the SDGs (2)



“When animals and their habitats are healthy and cared for, every one of us benefits.”

SDGs and Animal health



Veterinary Science 

SDG Subject guide: 

SDG-related 

Veterinary Science 

Research at UP (3)





Example:

▪ Keywords identified to assist with the 

tagging of SDG-3:

▪ Animal health

▪ Pets

▪ Human-animal 

relationship

▪ One Health

▪ Zoonoses

▪ Antimicrobial resistance

▪ Animal welfare



Keywords



Keywords



Construct workflows

▪ Identify content (collections)

▪ Collections: 

▪ Articles

▪ Theses

▪ Activities

▪ Excel lists

▪ To manage the workflow



Faculty research 

collections





Faculty research 

collections



Activities of the 

faculty



▪ Tagging of veterinary science 

open access articles, theses 

and news articles – from 2015 

when SDG initiative started

▪ Each item is tagged according 

to the SDG description and 

keywords extract from the 

description

▪ Consistency in terminology!

▪ Dublin Core field: 

dc.subject.other

Metadata creation and 

tagging



Examples of the Tags in UPSpace

Tags for the different links in the Subject guide

Veterinary Science 
Articles

Veterinary Science 
Theses

Veterinary Science Activities



Building the links

▪ Search in UPSpace

▪ Build search- string in 

Subject guide link

▪ Subject guide links to 

UPSpace



Retrieving the Links



Publish the links



Update new items

▪ Created alerts

▪ Became part of the 

daily workflow 

(routine)



The way forward

New developments

▪ Expanded to all UP faculties

▪ Collaboration between:

▪ Cataloguers

▪ Open Scholarship

▪ Information specialists

▪ IT support

▪ Additional metadata to tag all UP research to specific SDGs

▪ Adapted and expanded the Subject guide:

▪ Overview of UP’s total research output

▪ All faculties included

▪ Build-in drop-down menus to guide self- submission of articles and documents
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Conclusion



Thank you!

marguerite.nel@up.ac.za
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