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Language Diversity

How much 
knowledge is 
lost in translation?

Language Diversity & Knowledge Equity in Research



Language Diversity Amano T, González-Varo JP, Sutherland WJ (2016). doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.2000933

#biodiversity #conservation

Languages Are Still a Major Barrier to Global Science

http://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.2000933


Language Diversity https://openknowledgemaps.org

https://openknowledgemaps.org/


Language Diversity

helsinki-initiative.org/en

https://www.helsinki-initiative.org/en


Language Diversity sustainabledevelopment.un.org/

Do you believe that scholarly research can help us achieve these goals?

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/


Language Diversity gida-global.org/care

https://www.gida-global.org/care


Language Diversity

Neural Machine Translation

https://translate.google.com/

https://translate.google.com/


Language Diversity

Neural Machine Translation

https://www.deepl.com/translator

https://www.deepl.com/translator


Language Diversity

The Wikimedia community and translation technology



Language Diversity gtranslate.io | africarxiv.org/languages/

https://gtranslate.io/
https://info.africarxiv.org/languages/


Language Diversity

About 2000 local languages are spoken in Africa. 

We encourage submissions in languages that are commonly used by the 
scientific community in the respective country, such as English, French, Arabic 
and Portuguese as well as Swahili, Zulu, Afrikaans, Igbo, Akan, and other native 
African languages. 

Please provide a brief summary in French/English/Arabic along with the 
preprint to bridge language gaps between francophone and anglophone Africa. 

africarxiv.org/languages/

https://info.africarxiv.org/languages/
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Language Diversity access2perspectives.org/2021/04/comparative-literature-search/

https://access2perspectives.org/2021/04/comparative-literature-search/


Language Diversity etherpad.wikimedia.org/p/oscibar2019_session14

#OSciBar session: Languages in Open Science

https://etherpad.wikimedia.org/p/oscibar2019_session14


Language Diversity

We need language diversity in science.

We need a common language to connect.

We suggest a balanced use of both using machine 

translations combined with manual corrections.

Breaking the language barrier for Global Research



Language Diversity helsinki-initiative.org/en

Research is international. 
That's the way we like it! 

https://www.helsinki-initiative.org/en


Language Diversity helsinki-initiative.org/en

Multilingualism keeps 
locally relevant research alive. 

Protect it!

https://www.helsinki-initiative.org/en


Language Diversity helsinki-initiative.org/en

Disseminating research results in 
your own language creates impact. 

Endorse it!

https://www.helsinki-initiative.org/en


Language Diversity helsinki-initiative.org/en

It is vital to interact with society and 
share knowledge beyond academia. 

Promote it!

https://www.helsinki-initiative.org/en

