[bookmark: _Toc213611678]ANNEX E. DISCIPLINE-SPECIFIC ETHICAL REVIEW CHECKLISTS (WU-IRERC-DC)

To ensure that ethical considerations specific to each field of study are thoroughly addressed, Principal Investigators (PIs) must identify the primary discipline of their research and complete the corresponding checklist form below. This completed and signed form must be included in the main application package submitted to the WU-IRERC (as per Step 2 of the Review Pathway). The responses will guide the committee's review.

[bookmark: _Toc213611680]E.1. WU-IRERC-DS-002:  Checklist for Research in Natural Sciences

WU-IRERC Protocol ID: _______________
Principal Investigator: _______________

SECTION 1: Core Principles Self-Assessment

In your main protocol, you must demonstrate how you have addressed the following core principles. In the space below, please state the specific page and section number of your protocol where each point is discussed.

	Core Principle
	Protocol Page & Section

	Environmental Impact: How does your research design minimize ecosystem disturbance, protect vulnerable species, ensure habitat preservation and mitigate measures of the project’s ecological footprint (e.g., energy use, travel emissions, or habitat alteration)?  
	

	Biodiversity & Conservation: How does your protocol prevent biopiracy, ensure sustainable sample collection, and include a plan for equitable benefit-sharing from biodiversity research?
	

	Chemical & Biological Safety: What safety procedures are in place for field and laboratory work, including biosafety, chemical handling, waste disposal and prevention of environmental contamination?
	

	Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK): How will indigenous and local knowledge be ethically integrated, protected, and acknowledged related to natural resources? Are mechanisms in place for prior informed consent and fair recognition of contributors?

	




SECTION 2: Required Documentation & Protocol Sections

Check the box for each document/section included in your submission.
☐ Required Stand-Alone Document: Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) This document must be attached and include:
· An evaluation of the research impact on the ecosystem (potential impacts on species, habitats, and ecosystem functions)
· Specific measures for species and habitat protection.
· A detailed restoration and mitigation plan for any disturbances.
☐ Required Protocol Section (if applicable): Biodiversity Research If your research involves biodiversity, your main protocol must contain a section that details:
· A justification for collection methods and sample sizes.
· A plan for the final disposition of specimens (e.g., repository).
· A benefit-sharing agreement with relevant communities or authorities.
☐ Required Stand-Alone Document (if applicable): Laboratory Safety & Biosafety Plan This document must describe waste management and disposal plans, and safety protocols. 
· Properly dispose of chemical, biological, and radioactive wastes
· Label and store hazardous substances properly
· Prevent release of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) into the environment without authorization
SECTION 3: Permissions and Community Consent

Confirm that copies of the following permits and permissions are attached to your application.
	Permit Attached?
	Specific Requirement

	☐ Yes ☐ N/A
	Permits from the relevant Environmental Protection Authority

	☐ Yes ☐ N/A
	Written permission from community leaders for research on communal lands.

	☐ Yes ☐ N/A
	Written consent from knowledge holders for the use of Traditional Ecological Knowledge.

	☐ Yes ☐ N/A
	Written permission from the relevant land owner or custodian.



SECTION 4: Mandatory Consultation Log
Document the mandatory consultations you have undertaken for this protocol.
	Expert/Representative Consulted
	Name and title
	Date of Consultation
	Outcome/Recommendation

	Environmental Protection Authority
	
	
	

	Ethiopia Biodiversity Institute
	
	
	

	Local Community Leaders
	
	
	

	Traditional Knowledge Keeper
	
	
	

	Ethiopian wildlife conservation authority 
	
	
	

	Other Relevant Stakeholders (e.g., NGOs, academic experts)
	
	
	







[bookmark: _Toc213611682]E.2. WU-IRERC-DS-004: Checklist for Research in Agriculture

WU-IRERC Protocol ID: _______________
Principal Investigator: _______________

SECTION 1: Core Principles Self-Assessment

In your main protocol, you must demonstrate how you have addressed the following core principles. In the space below, please state the specific page and section number of your protocol where each point is discussed.

	Core Principle
	Protocol Page & Section

	Farmer & Community Rights: How does your protocol protect community food security, respect farmer autonomy, and recognize diverse land ownership/use rights?
	

	Crop & Livestock Research: How will you protect indigenous genetic resources (crop/animal), recognize traditional farmer knowledge, and ensure new technologies are culturally and economically appropriate? Does your project use non-biodegradable chemicals (agricultural inputs that affect the natural ecosystems and crop health?
	

	Economic & Social Impact: What measures are in place to protect economically vulnerable farmers, ensure fair market access (locally, nationally, and globally), and promote gender equity, marginalized peoples and environments, and inclusive youth in participation and benefits?
	

	Animal Welfare: How does your research adhere to humanely treating agricultural animals, respecting cultural values and ensuring long-term welfare? Does the animal treatment affect other environments, social entities, and wildlife? 
	

	Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK): How will you ethically engage with, protect, and credit indigenous knowledge of natural resources?
	



SECTION 2: Required Documentation & Protocol Sections
Check the box for each document/section included in your submission.
☐ Required Stand-Alone Document: Agricultural Community Engagement Plan This document must be attached and include:
· Evidence of consultation with farmer organizations.
· A plan for participatory research design elements.
· A benefit-sharing agreement with the farming community.
· Registration, screening, scoping, and mitigation procedures (if applicable). 
· Agreement on the indigenous rights and knowledge of the local community
· Consents from local governments and research centers (If applicable)

☐ Required Protocol Section (if applicable): Crop/Livestock Research Your main protocol must contain a section that details:
· Protection measures for indigenous crop varieties or animal breeds.
· For GMOs, a biosafety assessment and environmental release protocols.
· For animal research, detailed animal welfare and veterinary oversight protocols.
· A plan for the final disposition of specimens (e.g., repository) or treatment deposition to maintain the health of entire ecosystems.
☐ Required Stand-Alone Document (if applicable): 
· Land and Resource Use Agreement This document must detail land access permissions and soil/water conservation measures.
SECTION 3: Permissions and community consent 
Confirm that the following permissions and consent procedures are in place and documented.
	Item Included/Attached?
	Specific Requirement

	☐ Yes                  ☐ N/A
	An Informed Consent Form specifically designed for farmers, explaining all agricultural procedures in understandable terms.

	☐ Yes                ☐ N/A
	Written endorsement from relevant farmer cooperatives or organizations.

	☐ Yes                 ☐ N/A
	Written permission from community leaders for the use of communal land for research. 

	☐ Yes                  ☐ N/A
	A strategy to ensure the specific inclusion and consent of women farmers.

	☐ Yes                  ☐ N/A
	Written permission from the relevant land owner or custodian.



SECTION 4: Mandatory Consultation Log
Document the mandatory consultations you have undertaken for this protocol.
	Expert/Representative Consulted
	Name and title
	Date of Consultation
	Outcome/Recommendation

	Ministry of Agriculture Representative
	
	
	

	Farmer Organization Representative
	
	
	

	Local Agricultural Extension Officer
	
	
	

	Community Elders/Leaders
	
	
	

	Women Farmer Group Representative
	
	
	

	Traditional Knowledge Keeper
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E.3. WU-IRERC-DS-005: Checklist for Research in Environment & Ecosystems

WU-IRERC Protocol ID: _______________
Principal Investigator: _______________

Part 1: Core Principles Self-Assessment

In your main protocol, you must demonstrate how you have addressed the following core principles. In the space below, please state the specific page and section number of your protocol where each point is discussed.

	Core Principle
	Protocol Page & Section

	Ecosystem Integrity: How does your protocol assess impacts on the entire ecosystem (not just components) and prevent irreversible long-term damage? How does your research address important species (endangered, critical, rare, and endemic)?
	

	Community-Environment Relationship: How does your study address environmental justice, respect sacred natural sites, and recognize community dependence on environmental resources? Does your project include equity benefit shares for all levels of society?
	

	Climate Change & Resilience: How have you considered the climate justice implications of your research, assessed its carbon footprint, and ensured it supports (or does not harm) community resilience?
	

	Water & Natural Resources: How does your research recognize community water rights, ensure sustainable resource use, and commit to pollution prevention and restoration? How does your project consider fair natural resource utilization in sustainable ways and express confidence in it at all scales?
	




SECTION 2: Required Documentation & Protocol Sections

Check the box for each document/section included in your submission.
☐ Required Stand-Alone Document: Comprehensive Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) This must be attached and include:
· A baseline ecosystem assessment.
· An evaluation of short-term and long-term impacts.
· A detailed mitigation and restoration plan.
· Clearly identify the responsible body across spatial and temporal scales at any level of governance
☐ Required Protocol Section: Community-Environment Relationship Your protocol must contain a section analyzing environmental justice and documenting traditional conservation practices.
☐ Required Protocol Section (if applicable): Climate/Water Research If applicable, your protocol must detail the climate impact assessment or the watershed impact evaluation and water rights documentation.

SECTION 3: Permissions and Community Consent

Confirm that copies of the following permits and permissions are attached to your application.
	Permit Attached?
	Specific Requirement

	☐ Yes
	Evidence of community-level environmental consent (e.g., minutes from a community meeting).

	☐ Yes ☐ N/A
	Permits from the relevant Environmental Protection Authority.

	☐ Yes ☐ N/A
	Written permission from the custodians of any sacred natural sites to be accessed.

	☐ Yes ☐ N/A
	Approval from local water user associations for water-related research.



SECTION 4: Mandatory Consultation Log

Document the mandatory consultations you have undertaken for this protocol.
	Expert/Representative Consulted
	Name and title
	Date of Consultation
	Outcome/Recommendation

	Environmental Protection Authority
	
	
	

	Community Environmental Committee
	
	
	

	Traditional Authorities/Custodians
	
	
	

	Climate-Vulnerable Community Rep
	
	
	




[bookmark: _Toc213611684]E.4. WU-IRERC-DS-006: Checklist for Research in Veterinary Medicine

WU-IRERC Protocol ID: _______________
Principal Investigator: _______________

SECTION 1: Core Principles Self-Assessment

In your main protocol, you must demonstrate how you have addressed the following core principles. In the space below, please state the specific page and section number of your protocol where each point is discussed.

	Core Principle
	Protocol Page & Section

	Animal Welfare (The Three Rs): How does your protocol explicitly apply the principles of Replacement, Reduction, and Refinement to minimize animal use and suffering? How are humane endpoints defined?
	

	One Health Integration: How does your protocol address the human-animal-environment interface, particularly regarding zoonotic disease risks and public health protection?
	

	Cultural & Community Dimensions: How does your research respect cultural values related to animals and protect the economic and welfare interests of animal owners?
	

	Wildlife & Conservation: If working with wildlife, how does your protocol minimize habitat disturbance, mitigate human-wildlife conflict, and contribute to species conservation? How is wildlife utilization considered through consumptive and non-consumptive ways for local and international uses?
	




SECTION 2: Required Documentation & Protocol Sections

Check the box for each document/section included in your submission.
☐ Required Stand-Alone Document: Animal Care and Use Protocol This document must be attached and detail:
· Justification for the species and number of animals.
· A complete description of all procedures, including anesthesia, analgesia, and euthanasia methods.
· Housing, husbandry, and veterinary care plans.
· Qualifications of all personnel handling animals.
☐ Required Protocol Section (if applicable): Zoonotic Disease Safety If the research involves zoonotic pathogens, your main protocol must detail specific safety measures for both researchers and the community.








SECTION 3: Informed Consent & Permissions

Confirm that copies of the following permits and permissions are attached to your application.
	Item Included/Attached?
	Specific Requirement

	☐ Yes ☐ N/A
	A specific Informed Consent Form for animal owners (for client-owned animals).

	☐ Yes ☐ N/A
	Written permission from community leaders (for community-owned or communal animals).

	☐ Yes ☐ N/A
	All required permits from the relevant wildlife authority (for wildlife research).

	☐ Yes ☐ N/A
	Evidence of approval from an Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) or equivalent body, if one exists at the institution.



SECTION 4: Mandatory Consultation Log

Document the mandatory consultations you have undertaken for this protocol.
	Expert/Representative Consulted
	Name and title
	Date of Consultation
	Outcome/Recommendation

	Attending Veterinarian
	
	
	

	Animal Owner/Custodian
	
	
	

	Ministry of Livestock Representative
	
	
	

	Wildlife Authority Representative
	
	
	

	Public Health Authority (Zoonotic)
	
	
	






[bookmark: _Toc213611686]E.5. WU-IRERC-DS-008: Checklist for Research in Social Sciences

WU-IRERC Protocol ID: _______________
Principal Investigator: _______________

SECTION 1: Core Principles Self-Assessment

In your main protocol, you must demonstrate how you have addressed the following core principles. In the space below, please state the specific page and section number of your protocol where each point is discussed.

	Core Principle
	Protocol Page & Section

	Qualitative Research Dynamics: How will you manage long-term researcher-participant relationships, power imbalances, and emergent ethical issues through ongoing (process) consent?
	

	Cultural & Community Research: How does your protocol demonstrate deep cultural sensitivity? How will you address your positionality as a researcher and ensure the community validates your representation of them?
	

	Sensitive Topics: What specific measures are in place to prevent re-traumatization, manage disclosures of illegal activities (confidentiality vs. reporting), and protect participants and researchers from social or political harm?
	

	Online & Digital Research: How will you determine public vs. private online spaces, obtain valid consent in digital environments, and ensure the security of digital data?
	



SECTION 2: Required Documentation & Protocol Sections

Check the box for each document/section included in your submission.
☐ Required Protocol Section: Research Methodology Your main protocol must fully detail your qualitative approach, including data analysis methods and procedures for member checking or community validation.
☐ Required Protocol Section (if applicable): Cultural Research If applicable, your protocol must include a researcher positionality statement and a plan for cultural representation verification.
☐ Required Stand-Alone Document (if applicable): Sensitive Topic Safety Plan This document must be attached and detail:
· A distress management protocol and referral pathways for participants.
· A confidentiality protection plan, including your protocol for handling mandatory reporting requirements.
· A safety plan for researchers and participants in politically sensitive contexts.

SECTION 3: Informed Consent Specifics

Confirm that your Informed Consent Form and process include the following elements.
	Item Included/Addressed?
	Specific Requirement

	☐ Yes
	The consent process is described as ongoing (process consent), not a one-time event, especially for ethnographic work.

	☐ Yes
	Participants are given clear options for attribution (e.g., use real name, pseudonym, or be anonymous) and for approving direct quotations.

	☐ Yes
	The consent form explains how participant voices will be represented and how they can review or validate findings (member checking).

	☐ Yes ☐ N/A
	Evidence of community-level consent is provided for research focused on a collective cultural group.




SECTION 4: Mandatory Consultation Log

Document the mandatory consultations you have undertaken for this protocol.
	Expert/Representative Consulted
	Name and title
	Date of Consultation
	Outcome/Recommendation

	Community/Cultural Leaders
	
	
	

	Vulnerable Population Advocates
	
	
	

	Mental Health Specialist (Trauma)
	
	
	

	Traditional/Religious Authorities
	
	
	




[bookmark: _Toc213611687]E.6. WU-IRERC-DS-009: Checklist for Research in Engineering & Informatics

WU-IRERC Protocol ID: _______________
Principal Investigator: _______________

SECTION 1: Core Principles Self-Assessment

In your main protocol, you must demonstrate how you have addressed the following core principles. In the space below, please state the specific page and section number of your protocol where each point is discussed.

	Core Principle
	Protocol Page & Section

	Human-Technology Interaction: How does your protocol protect user privacy, actively assess and mitigate algorithmic bias, and preserve user autonomy in automated systems? Plan to ensure physical safety and well-being in interactive or cyber-physical systems?
	

	Data Ethics: How does your research clarify data ownership, prevent unethical surveillance, and ethically manage the challenges of Big Data? How does long-term ethical data flows and open access (where applicable) handled, and how is data quality guaranteed to avoid discrimination?
	

	Artificial Intelligence (AI): How does your protocol ensure the AI system is transparent/explainable, maintains meaningful human oversight, and establishes clear accountability for AI-driven outcomes? How is the risk of unintentional harm, emergent behavior, or adverse effects on vulnerable groups assessed and mitigated.
	

	Infrastructure & Community Impact: How have you assessed the potential for your technology to cause displacement or environmental harm? How have you incorporated principles of universal design and digital inclusion? How is the possible aggravation of social disparities (justice and access) addressed
	




SECTION 2: Required Documentation & Protocol Sections

Check the box for each document/section included in your submission.
☐ Required Stand-Alone Document: Data Privacy & Security Plan This must be attached and detail:
· Types of data collected, storage security, and access controls.
· Data retention and deletion procedures.
· A data breach notification plan.
· Statement of conformity with local/national data protection legislation. (eg. Personal Data Protection Proclamation No.1321/2024)
☐ Required Protocol Section (if applicable): Artificial Intelligence Research Your protocol must contain a section describing:
· The AI system's purpose and training data sources.
· A plan to assess and mitigate data bias.
· The mechanisms for algorithmic transparency and human oversight.
· A part describing a thorough risk assessment of system failure, unforeseen emergent behavior, and potential dual-use/misuse of the AI system.
☐ Required Stand-Alone Document (if applicable): Community Impact Assessment For infrastructure projects, this must evaluate potential displacement, environmental impact, and accessibility features. It must also include a strategy for managing the technology's life cycle and eventual disposal or decommissioning.
SECTION 3: Informed Consent Specifics

Confirm that your Informed Consent Form includes the following clauses.
	Clause Included?
	Specific Requirement

	☐ Yes
	A clear, non-technical explanation of what kind of data is being collected, how it will be used, storage and sharing for the participants if it will be shared with third party 

	☐ Yes
	A simplified explanation of how any algorithmic or automated decision-making will affect the user.

	☐ Yes
	An explicit statement on the user’s right to control, port, or request the deletion of their personal data.

	☐ Yes ☐ N/A
	Information on the user's right to request a human review of a significant automated decision.



SECTION 4: Mandatory Consultation Log
Document the mandatory consultations you have undertaken for this protocol.
	Expert/Representative Consulted
	Name and title
	Date of Consultation
	Outcome/Recommendation

	Data Protection Officer / Legal Expert
	
	
	

	Ethics Specialist / Applied Ethicist
	
	
	

	Community Representative (Infrastructure)
	
	
	

	Cybersecurity Specialist (if applicable)
	
	
	

	Disability Rights Advocate (if applicable)
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc213611688]
E.7. WU-IRERC-DS-010: Checklist for Research in Education & Humanities

WU-IRERC Protocol ID: _______________
Principal Investigator: _______________

SECTION 1: Core Principles Self-Assessment

In your main protocol, you must demonstrate how you have addressed the following core principles. In the space below, please state the specific page and section number of your protocol where each point is discussed.

	Core Principle
	Protocol Page & Section

	Educational Research Ethics: How does your protocol protect students from negative impacts on their learning or academic performance? How are institutional power dynamics (teacher-student, admin-teacher) managed?
	

	Pedagogical Research: How does the research ensure potential educational benefit, provide equitable access to interventions, and respect the professional autonomy of teachers?
	

	Historical & Archival Research: What steps have you taken to protect the privacy of historical subjects and their descendants and ensure the responsible interpretation of sensitive community histories?
	

	Linguistic & Cultural Studies: How does your research support the preservation of languages and cultures, recognize community ownership of intellectual property, and allow for community validation of findings?
	



SECTION 2: Required Documentation & Protocol Sections

Check the box for each document/section included in your submission.
☐ Required Stand-Alone Document: School and Institutional Permissions You must attach letters of approval from the relevant school administration, district/regional education office, and/or other institutional bodies.
☐ Required Protocol Section: Student Protection Your protocol must contain a dedicated section that details:
· The parental notification and consent process.
· The age-appropriate student assent process.
· Measures to minimize classroom disruption and protect academic performance.
☐ Required Protocol Section (if applicable): Historical/Linguistic Research Your protocol must describe archival access permissions and the plan for community consultation/validation of cultural and historical representations.




SECTION 3: Informed Consent Specifics

Confirm that your Informed Consent/Assent process includes the following elements.
	Item Included/Addressed?
	Specific Requirement

	☐ Yes
	A separate Informed Consent Form for parents/guardians of students under 18.

	☐ Yes
	An age-appropriate Assent Form or script for students to agree to participate themselves.

	☐ Yes
	A clear description of the opt-out procedure, assuring students and parents there is no academic penalty for non-participation.

	☐ Yes
	A clear distinction between regular educational activities and specific research activities.



SECTION 4: Mandatory Consultation Log

Document the mandatory consultations you have undertaken for this protocol.
	Expert/Representative Consulted
	Name and title
	Date of Consultation
	Outcome/Recommendation

	School Administration
	
	
	

	Regional Education Office
	
	
	

	Parent-Teacher Association (PTA)
	
	
	

	Cultural/Language Community Leaders
	
	
	




