
Consciousness is What Space Literally Creates
Abstract
Space originates or creates consciousness through three empirical principles: chronological priority, ontological independence, and necessary-condition analysis. First, science agrees that all consciousness originated in space: conscious organisms emerged within a spatial environment because spatial conditions already existed long before any neural or cognitive system evolved. Second, consciousness cannot exist without space, while space has clearly existed without consciousness. This second principle is universally recognized by scientists: space is a fundamental physical precondition, whereas consciousness is a later emergent property of biological evolution. Third, science agrees that no form of consciousness—human, animal, or any conceivable form—preceded the existence of space. Space existed 14 billion years ago, long before the appearance of neural systems. Therefore, because space predates all consciousness, because consciousness depends on spatial structure to exist, and because space did not depend on consciousness, the conclusion follows directly: space originates consciousness.

Introduction
Consciousness is often approached as a neurological, biological, or cognitive phenomenon, yet all such analyses presuppose the prior existence of space. Scientific research indicates that space–time emerged at the Big Bang approximately 13.8 billion years ago (Planck Collaboration, 2016). Neural systems and conscious organisms appeared billions of years later within this spatial environment (Gazzaniga, Ivry & Mangun, 2019).
This article argues that space is not merely a background in which consciousness occurs but its origin. If consciousness requires an embodied organism, physical structure, and neural architecture, then it requires spatial extension and distance for its organization (Tononi & Koch, 2015).
The purpose of this study is to demonstrate that space originates consciousness through three empirical principles: chronological priority, ontological independence, and necessary-condition analysis.

Methods
This study employs conceptual analysis grounded in cosmology, physics, neuroscience, and philosophy of mind.
First, chronological priority is assessed by comparing the emergence of the universe with the evolutionary origins of conscious organisms (Gazzaniga et al., 2019; Dehaene, 2014).
Second, ontological independence is evaluated by analyzing whether consciousness can exist without spatial structure, drawing from neuroscience and physical theories of embodiment (Tononi & Koch, 2015).
Third, the necessary-condition framework is applied to test whether space is required for any form of consciousness to occur (Churchland, 2013).

Results
Three findings emerge from this theoretical analysis.
1. Space predates consciousness.
Cosmological measurements show that space–time originated 13.8 billion years ago (Planck Collaboration, 2016), while conscious organisms appeared only after complex neural structures evolved on Earth hundreds of millions of years ago (Dehaene, 2014).
2. Consciousness necessitates space, while space does not depend on consciousness.
Every conscious state—human, animal, or hypothetical—requires a physical system with spatially organized components such as neurons, molecules, and electrochemical pathways (Gazzaniga et al., 2019). Space, however, existed for billions of years before any conscious life appeared.
3. No form of consciousness preceded space.
There is no scientific model in which consciousness exists prior to spatial formation. No neuroscientific, physical, or philosophical theory posits consciousness existing without the spatial universe (Greene, 2004).
Because all three principles are verified, space creates consciousness.

Discussion
These results suggest that space is the originator of consciousness rather than a passive container. Space enables physical extension, structural differentiation, and dynamic organization—the minimal conditions required for conscious processes (Tononi & Koch, 2015). Without space, no neurons, networks, bodies, organisms, or physical substrates could support conscious awareness.
This reconceptualizes consciousness as a spatially generated phenomenon. Consciousness becomes inseparable from the physical structure that space makes possible. This aligns with scientific views that cognition and neural activity depend fundamentally on spatial geometry and physical constraints (Churchland, 2013). It also reveals that consciousness is inexistent and unreal without space.

Conclusions
This study shows that space originated consciousness because:
1. space existed long before conscious organisms.
2. consciousness is ontologically dependent on spatial structure.
3. no consciousness could precede the existence of space.
Thus, space originates consciousness, offering a new ontological foundation for consciousness studies and interdisciplinary science.
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